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Mike Dubois
721 Red Gate Drive
Defiance, Missouri 63341

Dear Mike:
Thank you for contacting me about the safety initiatives on Hwy DD in St. Charles County.

I would like to express my gratitude for your taking the time to let your voices be heard on this issue. [
have been requesting that MoDOT upgrade this area of highways since 2006, After the town hall meeting
where several hundred concerned citizens showed up, I believe they are now starting to understand the
severity of the problem. At the meeting a MoDOT official stated to me that he knew it was important to
me but had no idea it would draw so many people. It now has gone from “Sen. Rupp beating on us again
for highway funds for DD” to them realizing the scope and level of concern the taxpayers in this area have
for improved safety initiatives. By your attendance at the town hall meeting and contacting MoDOT signs
of progress are already showing. As recently as last week, it was reported in the newspaper that County
Executive Ehlmann is supportive of a cost share arrangement with MoDOT on funding safety initiatives.
Having his support is crucial, as he is a voting member of East West Gateway. County Executive Ehlmann
has been very good to work with and I am encouraged by his support of our efforts. 1 believe that focusing
your voices at the appropriate decision makers, along with my constant beating on MoDOT for funds for
this area, we will hopefully see progress.

Attached is important information so you and your family can understand how Highway Transportation
Projects are decided and funded in Missouri. I have also included a history of what I have been working on
as your Senator and future initiatives relating to this issue.

As always, please contact my office by emailing me at scott.rupp@senate.mo.gov. Also, stay informed of
the happenings in your state government by going to my web page at
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/members/mem02 htm and signing up for my weekly capitol report
newsletter by clicking on “Sign up for my E-Newsletter.

Sincerely,

Senator Scott T. Rupp
District 2~



Does the Legislature Choose Highway Projects?

The petition that was presented to me at the town hall meeting stated that Sen. Rupp should require
MoDOT to direct highway funds to Hwy DD, etc. I believe there is some confusion that exists that elected
Senators and Representatives in Jefferson City control, appropriate and pick the projects MoDOT will do
each year. That is not the case. Elected officials do not have a say or vote in what projects are funded by
MoDOT, nor does the Legislature appropriate money for highway construction or highway safety projects.
The reasoning is that it keeps politics from getting in the way of highway construction. This was set up so
as to keep one senator or a group of politicians from exacting pork projects for their area, or from unfairly
getting an allotment of resources based on political influence or power.

When it comes to highway projects, we as elected officials contact MoDOT and make requests and push
for attention to our areas, just as do your local councilmen, mayors and citizens advocate groups for their
local areas. Since 2006, I have been constantly requesting attention to our roads in St. Charles County for
Hwy D, DD, 94, Z, N and F, and have had some small success in getting them to agree and pay attention to
this area of the State.

How are Highway Projects Determined?

The highway projects are chosen on the local level. MoDOT is made up of Regional Districts, and each
district has a governing board. The district that includes St. Charles County is called the East/West
Gateway Council of Governments. St. Charles County has two voting members on this board, whom are
the County Executive and one member of the County Council (currently Councilman John White).
Franklin, Jefferson, St. Louis City, St. Louis County are also included in this MoDOT district and each
have voting members as well.

These regional planning councils set forward the list of projects for the next few years for the region. Upon
approval by the East/West Gateway Council of Governments, they then have to be approved by the
Missouri Highway Transportation Commission so as to be included in the STIP (State Transportation
Improvement Plan). The commission is made up of 6 people (3 Democrats and 3 Republicans). The former
Mayor of the City of St. Charles, Grace Nichols, serves on the Missouri Highway & Transportation
Commission.

The only role the Legislature has in this process is that we have to give advice and consent to the
Governor’s nomination for the Missouri Highway & Transportation Commission.

How are Highway Projects Funded?
The transportation projects are funded by a dedicated gasoline tax and federal transportation dollars. The

Legislature does not provide revenue funding for highway transportation projects, and we do not get to
increase or decrease the funding. It is directly related to the gasoline tax consumption and the federal
dollars drawn down from the federal government. Again this is done so as to not make highway
construction political and tossed around during the annual appropriations budget decided by the
Legislature.

This is a good thing for obvious reasons, but does prove frustrating at times for us serving in the Capitol
when we want projects in our districts completed, but we are unable to force MoDOT to comply with our
wishes.

Also, many local counties and municipalities enter into cost sharing agreements with MoDOT and the local
communities pay for a portion of the construction on these state highways. Some utilize TDD’s
(Transportation Development Districts) and some use County or City Road Funds.
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Actions by Sen. Rupp:
In 2006, I was elected to serve this area in the Missouri Senate and immediately was contacted by several

concerned citizens about the safety issues on Hwy DD.

In the spring of 2007, I appeared before the St. Charles County Board of Planning and Zoning and
expressed to them the state of MoDOT funds and financing, and the outlook to the future. 1 showed the
Board that the funding for MoDOT was to dry up significantly in 2009, and that roadways such as D, DD,
etc. would not be receiving any major attention for at least 10-15 years. I asked the Board of Planning and
Zoning to take this under consideration when approving new developments in that area, and to require the
developers to make improvements to the roads as a condition of approval. The feedback from the board
was grateful. They were not aware that anything significant on the rural lettered highways in MO was not
planned, and it would be that long into the future for significant upgrades. They were to use that
information when deciding on future developments on that corridor.

In the spring of 2007, I also called a press conference to call attention to the number of accidents on Hwy
DD, and put out a public call to MoDOT to address the speed issue. [ made a formal request for a speed
study to be done and MoDOT complied. Even though the study didn’t warrant a drop in speed, MoDOT,
after the urging of my office and the local families in the area did lower the speed on Hwy DD.

In 2007, I began asking MoDOT to add shoulders to Hwy D and Hwy DD. They started to plan for adding
those and put that project on the list for future funding. Some work was completed in 2009 on Hwy D and
the Hwy DD shouldering is scheduled for 2010 construction.

In 2009, I worked with the St. Charles County Executive to have Highway F put up for consideration for an
asphalt overlay, and plans are being created to put that project in the East West Gateway project list.

In 2009, I have continued to request MoDOT and East West Gateway Council of Governments allocate
additional funds to expand on the shouldering work for Hwy DD that is set to be constructed in 2010. 1
have had meetings with the Chief Engineer of MoDOT, District Engineers, Area Engineers and the County
Executive of St. Charles County.

Future Plans/Actions by Sen. Rupp:
I will continue to work on MoDOT to allocate future safety dollars for Highway DD and others in this area.

I am forwarding a copy of the petition to the Director of MoDOT, several other key officials within the
Department, and all voting members of East West Gateway Council of Governments. Hopefully, this will
show them that this is not just a concern for Senator Rupp, but for 1500 people in this area who took the
time to put their names on the petition.

I will aiso be working with your federal delegation, Congressman Akin and Senator Bond, to work towards
a federal earmark of funds for this type of project. (Senator McCaskill does not participate in earmarks;
however we will make her office aware of the importance of the issue).

As stated at the public hearing, I will seek the repeal of the expanded commercial zone in the 2010
legislative session when we reconvene in January 2010,

Also, as stated at the public hearing, I will continue to work towards the passage of a new highway funding
mechanism. This would be put forth to a vote of the people, so as to provide MoDOT with the revenue
they need to upgrade Highway DD and many other thousands of miles of highway across Missouri.

I will also continue trying to find alternative ways to increase the available dollars for highway
construction, such as the passage of my Design Build Legislation in 2009. This will save MoDOT funds on
large scale projects moving forward, in hopes that the savings can be re-directed to other important projects
such as Highway DD.






